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whteu  mn-niDDio. 

Th*  majoritj  of  the  bcaf  ostUe  niiMd  in  WMtorn  Canada  an  markatad  in  the 
fall,  and  many  of  them  are  aent  to  market  in  a  thin  or  half-fattened  condition.  The 
reaolt  ia  that  prioaa  are  lower  in  the  fall  and  early  winter  than  at  any  other  leaaon 
ot  the  year.  There  ia  Tery  little  marketincr  in  the  iprinf ,  and  aa  a  reault  pricea  prac- 
tically ahraya  touch  the  hiffheat  level  of  the  year  about  If  ay  or  June.  The  following 
table  fivea  the  top  prioea  paid  on  the  Winnipeg  market,  aa  quoted  by  the  NoTember 
80  and  May  90  iaauea  of  the  Nor'WtMi  Farmer  of  Winnipeg  for  the  past  Atc  years: — 
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Thii  ahows  an  aTerage  increase  in  the  same  ft^ade  of  steers  of  $1.98  per  hundred- 
weight, and  a  difference  of  $2.60  per  hundredweight  between  the  price  of  beat  feeders 
in  the  fall  and  choice  fat  steers  in  the  spring.  During  these  same  years  the  average 
cost  of  feeders  bought  in  the  fall  for  the  Brandon  Experimental  Farm  was  $5.0.1  per 
hundredweight,  and  the  average  selling  price  in  the  spring  was  $7.43  per  hundred- 
weight, or  an  average  increase  of  $2.38  per  hundredweight. 

These  figures  show  that  there  is  a  good  opportunity  for  a  limited  number  of 
Manitoba  farmers  to  engage  in  winter  steer-feeding  with  rcaaonable  assurance  of  a 
chance  to  make  money  if  tiie  steers  are  fattened  without  too  great  cost 


Side-line  to  Ortin  OrowinK. 


Winter  steer-feeding  fits  in  well  as  a  side-line  when  grain  growing  is  the  main 
feature  of  the  farm.  There  is  no  work  entailed  during  the  busy  summer  season  when 
the  crop  is  being  handled.  The  work  comes  in  the  winter  and  consequently  costs  very 
little;  in  fact,  often  it  uses  time  that  would  otherwise  be  spent  in  idleness.  Straw 
that  would  otherwise  be  burned  is  put  to  good  use,  and  oats  and  barley  can  be  marketed 
more  profitably  by  feeding  them  than  by  selling  in  the  usual  way.  This  feature  should 
appeal  to  the  grain  grower  who  has  large  amounts  of  oats  and  barley  to  market. 
During  the  past  six  years  the  prices  in  the  following  table  have  been  obtained  for 
oats  and  barley  fed  to  steers  at  the  Brandon  Experimental  Farm.  These  are  averages 
from  outdoor  and  indoor  feeding  and  with  several  different  kinds  of  roughage.  The 
figures  are  obtained  by  deducting  the  first  cost  of  the  steers  plus  the  cost  of  all  feeds 
except  oats  and  barley  from  the  receipts  of  the  sale  of  the  steers.  Labour  has  not  been 
included. 


•  • 


?rieM  Obtaiaid  for  0*ts  tni       .ej  fad  to  Itotn. 

Par  1*0  Ita. 

IMO 11  67 

mi 3  16 
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m4 1  86 

1»1» «  M 

Arence  of  lis  jpmwi II  87 

This  is  equal  to  89|  oenU  per  buihol  for  barley  and  68|  emti  par  bushel  for  oat*. 
These  prices  are  surely  a  good  rrturn  for  tho  additional  work  of  earinir  for  steers  as 
nompand  to  baulinir  grain. 


Shelter. 

One  of  the  first  objections  likely  to  be  raised  against  wintpr  steer-feeding  is  thr 
Uok  of  stabling  accommodation.  It  has  now  bwn  thoroughly  proved  that  warm,  sub- 
stantial bams  are  not  necessary  for  success.  Larger  gains  may  be  made  where  com- 
fortable stabling  is  ayailable,  but  it  is  very  doubtful  indeed  if  the  additional  gains 
would  pay  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  expensive  buildings.  Cheap  corrals  and  sheds 
provide  sufficient  shelter.  For  five  years,  1908  to  1912,  inclusive,  a  test  was  conducted 
at  the  Brandon  Experimental  Farm,  feeding  steers  outdoors  with  absolutely  no  shelter 
except  a  grove  of  scrub  trees,  as  compared  with  feeding  them  in  a  comfortable,  warm 
itablfr  The  average  profit  per  steer  for  the  five  years  on  the  outdoor  lots  was  19.14 
and  on  the  indoor  lots,  $11.59.  The  average  daily  gain  per  steer  was  1'21  pounds  for 
the  outdoor  lots,  and  1-89  pounds  per  day  for  those  fed  indoors.  Since  then,  the 
corral  and  shed  shown  in  the  accompanying  illustration  have  been  put  up,  and  stecri* 
fed  in  it  during  the  winter  of  1914-15  made  an  average  daily  gain  of  1-72  pounds. 
While  the  profit  was  only  $4.06  per  head,  that  was  due  to  the  excessive  price  of  grain : 
with  feed  at  ordinary  rates,  a  good  profit  would  have  been  shown.  A  shed  and  corral 
of  thia  type  can  be  built  very  cheaply.  It  provides  shelter  from  felling  snow  and  from 
wind.  So  long  as  cattle  are  dry  and  out  of  the  wind  they  do  not  mind  low  tempera - 
-^  very  much. 


Wliat  to  Feed. 


•    • 


Steers  can  be  fattened  with  only  straw  and  grain.  When  hay  and  other  feeds  arc 
scarce  and  dear,  and  grain  is  cheap  it  may  often  pay  to  feed  in  that  method.  How- 
ever, it  is  much  easier  to  make  up  a  good  ration  when  a  greater  variety  of  feeds  can 
be  used.  When  only  straw  and  grain  can  be  used,  the  latter  must  be  used  in  large 
quantities.  It  is  harder  to  keep  steerg  from  going  "  off  their  feed  "  when  grain  is  the 
principal  part  of  the  ration  than  where  a  more  varied  diet  is  possible.  Consequently 
the  growing  of  hay  crops  and  corn  will  make  more  economical  feeding  possible  since 
they  allow  the  use  of  a  lighter  grain  ration.  If  corn  is  being  grown  in  any  consider- 
able area,  it  will  pay  to  have  a  silo.  In  the  winter  of  1913-14  a  test  was  made  here 
comparing  ordinary  dry  corn  fodder  with  ensilage.  The  steers  fed  corn  fodder  gained 
]  -44  pounds  per  day  on  the  average  at  a  cost  of  10  cents  per  pound  gain ;  the  steers 
fed  ensilage  made  an  average  gain  of  l-SS  pounds  daily  at  a  cost  of  only  7}  cents  per 
pound. 


OwtatitlM  to  rM4. 

Roushaca  ihould  b«  fed  in  »■  lar^e  i|U«ntititM  m  tho  ttaen  will  coniunu*.  It  will 
be  found  that  the  average  uteer  will  ooniume  about  1.%  to  !•  pound*  of  hay  pi<r  day. 
When  itraw  ii  fed,  it  ii  uitually  advi«iable  to  allow  them  to  w«»te  some  and  u.*e  the 
best  only,  a*  iu  value  ia  not  very  great  i>n  moat  Western  farm*.  If  two  Rradn  of 
rough^ce  have  to  be  UMd.  the  poomt  ihouId  be  finished  up  in  the  early  part  of  the 
leaion  and  the  best  saved  for  the  ftiushinB  period  when  the  steers  will  be  more  par- 
ticular about  what  they  eat.  If  com  is  used  it  may  take  t)ie  place  of  part  of  the  hay. 
Twelve  pounds  of  dry  com  fixWer  or  30  pounds  of  cntilagr  would  b«  *  much  as  a 
steer  would  handle  in  a  day.  This,  with  10  pounds  of  straw,  makes  a  Oay'c  roughage 
when  these  are  used. 

The  grain  ration  will  usually  !>«■  oats  and  barley  under  Western  conditions.  Barley 
is  usually  more  economical  foed  tlian  oats,  but  is  rather  heavy  to  feed  alone.  The 
ration  should  be  small  at  first  and  (rradually  increase.  At  thi^.  Experimental  Farm, 
we  start  the  steers  iu  November  ut  2  pounds  of  grain  each.  About  December  1  we 
increase  to  4  pounds,  about  New  Years  to  6  pounds,  and  about  February  1  to  S 
pounds.  They  continue  on  this  ration  for  seven  or  eis  ht  weeks,  then  the  rate  is 
gradually  increased  until  they  arc  gutting  about  12  to  U  pounds  each  per  day  when 
they  go  on  the  market  about  the  end  of  May.  Tn  this  way  we  believe  we  get  about  ns 
economical  results  as  can  be  obtained.  These  quantities  are  fed  along  with  ensilage 
or  hay  or  both.  When  straw  is  the  only  roughage  u»ed.  about  3  pounds  of  grain  more 
per  steer  per  day  should  b^  used. 

By  this  method  of  feeding,  the  cattle  nre  carried  along  cheaply  m  the  early  part 
of  the  season.  They  should  be  making  steady  gains,  but  will  not  grow  rapidly.  Then, 
when  warmer  weather  comes  in  the  "pring.  they  nre  fed  more  heavily,  and  as  a  result 
gain  rapidly  in  weight  and  condition. 


Publishsd  by  authority  of  Hon.  MARTIN  BURRELL,  Ministsr  of  Agrioulturs, Ottawa, Ont. 


